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Rebuilding, Revival And Restoration Of The People Of God

Question, have you ever asked yourself, “What kind of a book is it that I am writing?”  What kind of a legacy is it that I am going to leave?  You may think I have never thought of that, “Who am I to consider such a thing?”  Who am I to think that my life might be that important, that I might have a book that has my deeds recorded in it or that I might leave a legacy.  I am just an ordinary human being.  Well precious one so was Nehemiah.  He was a ordinary human being.  He was a Jew.  Of all things he was a Jew.  Probably the most inherently despised people since the beginning of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and it has never, never changed.  For wherever they go eventually it is found out that they are a Jew and some attitude changes toward them.  He was a Jew born in exile.  He was born in a land that was not his own.  He was a servant, just a servant.  As a matter of fact he was a cup bearer to the king.  And as a servant his life was deemed as less valuable than the king because every time that he took the king’s cup of wine and drank of it, he could have been poisoned and the king could have been spared.  

So who was Nehemiah that he would ever think or ever dream that in God’s holy book that his name would be on one of those books.  Just a Jew in exile, a servant, cupbearer to the king and yet from the time of his life and on all through the centuries and all through the millenniums there has been a book in the Bible named after him.  You know when you look at the books of the Bible, what you see is out of the 66 books of the Bible, 41 of them bear the name of a man or of a woman.  The books in God’s book, 41 of them, the greater majority of them bear the name of a man or of a woman.  When Jesus was on the road to Emmaus and the two men with him didn’t recognize who He was, He had just been raised from the dead and He was walking with them and their eyes were covered.  But then it says, “And He looked at them and He said, ‘O you fools and slow of heart to believe all that was written (where) in Moses and in the prophets.”  He takes this first five books and He calls them the Books of Moses the name of a man.  A man who was a great man, a man who encountered God in awesome, awesome ways and yet a man who tripped up, a man who was not allowed to go into the promise land.  Yet these are called the Books of Moses.

What I want you to see and understand is this.  We think of ourselves as ordinary people and we are.  But the thing is we belong to an extraordinary God.  And when you belong to an extraordinary God it does not leave you anymore with an ordinary life.  The people of the world that don’t know God, the people of the world that turn their back on God, God who created man in His image, God who created man for His glory to give a correct and true estimate of Him.  Those people who turn around and suppress the glory of God, the holiness of God, the righteousness of God, in their unrighteous deeds, do not leave a legacy unless it is a legacy of sin, a legacy of horror like Hitler and that.  That they had their names in a book but it is in the book that their deeds will judge them.  So God keeps books.  Let me give you just a few scriptures.

Exodus 32:32-33 [Moses is saying to God] “But now, if You will, forgive their sin [He’s talking about the children of Israel, the golden calf that they have made and God’s desire to just wipe them out.] —and if not, please blot me out from Your book which You have written!”  [Moses knew that his name was in a book that God had written.]  The LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book.”

1 Kings 11:41 Now the rest of the acts of Solomon and whatever he did, and his wisdom, are they not written in the book of the acts of Solomon?  So Solomon’s acts were recorded in a book besides Kings.

Psalm 139:16 Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; and in Your book were all written the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was not one of them.  God has a book and in that book He has written down the number of your days before they begin.  God keeps books and God has books.

Malachi 3:16 Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD gave attention and heard it, [He heard the conversation] and a book of remembrance was written before Him [before God]  for those who fear the LORD and who esteem His name.  So if God listens to our conversations, if we are talking about God, we are a people that fear Him, respect Him, trust Him, if we are people who esteem Him then God is recording a book of remembrance about us.

Revelation 3:5  [Speaking to those that overcome, speaking to believers.]  “He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.  Your name, if you fear the Lord, if you are an overcomer, if you are a true believer, your name is written in the book of life and it will never be erased.  See that’s what Moses was saying, “If You are not going to spare them erase my name from the book of life.”  Of course God could not do that.  

Revelation 20:12 [At the great white throne judgment, where you have the resurrection of the dead, when hell and death give up the dead and the sea gives up the dead and they all stand before God.  It says:] And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.  There name is not in the book of life but their name is in the annals of the dead.  Those that despise God, those that refuse to glorify Him, those that refuse to receive Jesus Christ and all their deeds are written there and they are judged according to their deeds.  

What kind of a book precious one are you writing?  What kind of a legacy are you going to leave?  I was thinking about a title, what would I title the book?  Publishers have tried to get me to write a book of my life and I said, “I can’t it’s not finished yet.”  I intend to end well.  I will end well no matter what.  I will end well but the book isn’t finished yet.  But I thought, “What would be the title be?”  The title would be, “I never thought that it would be this way.”  What I want you to see and understand is, God keeps books on ordinary people.  God is keeping a book on you.  And what you want to know is what is going in that book.  Because if He’s keeping a book that means He has a greater purpose for that He has an eternal purpose for that.   We know that when He comes that He is going to judge us according to our deeds as Christians at the judgment seat of Christ.  So God keeps books on ordinary people.  And yes, I am an ordinary woman and you’re an ordinary man or ordinary woman.  We all are.  Yet, even though we are ordinary, that’s the kind of people that God uses and He uses ordinary people when He tells us this in 1st Corinthians 1 when He tells us who He has chosen.  He tells us how He has chosen the ordinary, the despised, the people who are not rich, very few wise, why?  So that people might see His glory and they might see His grace.  So God uses ordinary people.  We are going to look at the book of Nehemiah but before we do, I want to convince you in this first lesson that you’re leaving a book.  You’re leaving a legacy and you need to know that and understand that and live accordingly, because that’s why God has the book of Nehemiah in His book because He has lessons for us to learn about the book that is being written and the legacy that is being left.

What I want us to do is look at the book of Ephesians and just pick up some key verses that show you, yes you are “you”!  Not the person next to you.  “You!”  

Ephesians 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He (what) chose us (where) in Him (when) before the foundation of the world, (why) that we would be holy and blameless before Him.  In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the (what) kind intention of His will,   What is He saying?  God has a purpose for your life.  He says all the way through, “according to, according to” God has a purpose in your life.  

Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, (you are His workmanship) created in Christ Jesus for good works, (You were created in Christ.  We were brought into the body of Jesus Christ into a relationship with Jesus Christ for good works) which God prepared beforehand (has before ordained) so that we would walk in them.  That “before ordained” is God chose you before the foundation of the world.  Before the foundation of the world God had a plan for your life.  That’s why you were formed in the womb that you were formed in and you were given the genes that you were given.  You may not like them, you may not want your mama, papa but that’s who God chose.  You may be illegitimate, you may be whatever but that is who God chose.  You are His workmanship.  He wove you in your mother’s womb.  He ordained the day that you would be born.  He ordained the day that you would die.

Yesterday I was on the phone with Ed and Susan Smitt.  We have known them for years.  They came in years ago, 20 some years into this ministry.  We taught them how to study the Bible.  Their marriage was a rocky marriage.  They got a hold of “Marriage Without Regrets”.  They said after teaching it seven times it finally took.  They were able to get on.  Now I am talking to Ed and Susan is dying.  They just suddenly find out that the sixty year old woman has cancer of the liver, a surprise and a shock to them.  Ed is talking to me.  He’s ministering in Cuba.  They know now that Susan, unless God works some astounding miracle such as raising Lazarus from the dead, Susan is going to see Jesus.  I said, “Could I talk to Susan?”  When you go to the hospital tomorrow, if she’s alright, if she’s able, she’s in horrendous pain, can I talk to her?  What a blessing to talk to Susan.  To have her share so honestly with me the conflict because she knows God can heal.  She is just sixty years old.  The pain is horrendous and she is living through this horrendous pain and the kidneys are shutting down and the body is not doing what it should do.  Sometimes she has a battle with her mind yet in the sweetness, precious words, Susan is telling me how wonderful God is and how much she loves Him and about His grace and His sufficiency and her submission to His will.  Because if you have done Precept at all with us, you know and understand the sovereignty of God and you know who God is.  And all the years and all that she has put in, I said Susan, “You are writing and leaving a legacy.”  Even on your bed of affliction and all that was happening.  She was a counselor in a school and everybody is praying and it is incredible.  This is part of His workmanship for her, the works that He has created for her.  The last of her works is cancer, a painful cancer.  She is leaving a legacy.  

Ephesians 2:19-22 He talks about the fact that we are the temple of God.  He talks about the fact that in verse 22 that we are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.  We are not alone, we are not isolated.  We are part of the body of Jesus Christ.  

Ephesians 3:20  (We read of the power of God.)  Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to (what) the power that works (where) within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all (what) generations forever and ever.  Amen.

Nehemiah leaves us a legacy of glory.  A legacy, an example even before Christ and yet he is one of the men that look forward, if this is the cross, that look forward in the faith to the promise of the Messiah.  Every much a believer as we are but not yet in the economy of having Christ dwell in him permanently.  

Ephesians 4:1 Then he begins this segment of the book of how we are to walk.  We are to … walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,   Nehemiah starts great, will he walk in a manner worthy to the calling to which he has been called.  [Eph. 4:7] But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  You and I have received a gift from God.  We are as 1st Peter 4:10 says we are to employ that gift, we are to exercise that gift, as each has received a special gift.  God has a calling on your life.  Your life is important as Nehemiah’s life was important.

Ephesians 5:1-2 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.  If you and I are these ordinary people we have been given an extraordinary job.  And that extraordinary job is giving our lives up for God Almighty.  For the work of God, for the good works that He has ordained for us to walk in.  

Ephesians 5:15-16  [He says] Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil.  You can go back and you can think about what you learned about Nehemiah.  Did he make the most of his time?  Yes.  You are going to see it as we go through this book.

Ephesians 6  What you learn is there is going to be a warfare.  I am an ordinary person serving an extraordinary God.  This ordinary person serving this extraordinary God is not going to do it without opposition.  And you saw that when you did Nehemiah 2.  You saw that there is going to be opposition.  [Eph. 6:10-13 He says] Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.  Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.  [Eph.6:18] With all prayer and petition … Just think of the times that you marked prayer in Nehemiah 1 & 2. With all prayer and petition pray (how) at all times in the Spirit…  That is certainly what you see Nehemiah doing when the king turns around in Nehemiah 2 and ask him a question and he says, “I pray to God at all times.”  So I want you to see that you are writing a book.  You’re leaving a legacy and if you know that and understand that, then you are going to learn valuable lessons from the book of Nehemiah as we progress through this study.

The book of Nehemiah alerts us to the condition of Jerusalem.  Go to Nehemiah 1.  You have studied this but I want us to look at the condition of Jerusalem.  Because listen each one of us when we leave a legacy, when we write a book, we are writing it in time.  We are writing it in space, in a culture.  We are writing it in a circumstance.  You and I need to see that (Eph. 2:10) we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for that time, for that culture, for that circumstance.  

In Nehemiah 1 he is getting the report on the Jews who escaped the captivity and about Jerusalem.  [Neh.1:3] They said to me, “The remnant there in the province who survived the captivity are in great distress and reproach, and the wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its gates are burned with fire.”  So what does Nehemiah do?  Say, “Oh that is too bad?”  No, these are his people.  This is Jerusalem.  This is the city of God.  So what does he do?  [Neh.1:4] When I heard these words, I sat down and wept and mourned for days; and I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven.  This is a man in a sense, now watch, who can be touched with the feeling of the infirmities of others.  You know another man who was described that way?  Yes, Jesus Christ.  We have a great high priest who can be touched with the feeling of our infirmity who was in all points tempted and tested as we are.  Nehemiah is a man who looks at the condition of his people and does not have a hard heart and does not have a cold heart.  But this is a man who is brought to tears.  When you go through you see, we study Jeremiah a man brought to tears, right.  We look at the prophets at the pain of the prophets, they’re men living in a point and time in history who are affected by their circumstances.  We look at Naomi and her tears.  [Ruth 2:20] Don’t call me Naomi, call me Mara, call me bitter, because of the bitterness of my life.  We look at the anxiety but as we look we look beyond that and we look at the cross.  We look to the One who was brought to tears.  We look at Nehemiah who is weeping over Jerusalem and we think of Jesus on the Palm Sunday road riding on the donkey down that Palm Sunday road across the Kidron Valley and looking as He does at the temple, rebuilt, rendized by Herod and he looks at the people and He weeps, O Jerusalem, He doesn’t weep just little tears, He wails according to the Greek.  (Luke 19:41-44) O Jerusalem, O Jerusalem, if only you had recognized the time of your visitation.  So they are weeping over Jerusalem and why are they weeping over Jerusalem?  Is it just the wall?  Nehemiah is concerned because the wall needs rebuilding.  They have been broken down because the gates of the city have been burned.  This is Jerusalem, the holy city of God.  This is God’s earthly Zion.  This is where God said in Deuteronomy 12:5-11, “I will show you the place and I will put my name there.”  This is where God has had Solomon build His temple.  This is Jerusalem the holy city of God that Nehemiah is weeping over.  

I want to ask you a question, do you love America?  Do you love, England, Italy, Korea?  Do you love your country?  Don’t you weep over America?  Don’t you grieve at the culture today?  Don’t you see how America in a sense has just crumbled?  How our walls are broken down.  Nehemiah looks at Jerusalem, this was a city that was protected by God.  [Lamentations 4:11-12]  The LORD has accomplished His wrath, He has poured out His fierce anger; and He has kindled a fire in Zion which has consumed its foundations.  [What is Nehemiah looking at?  He is hearing about the broken down walls, he’s hearing about the burnt gates.] The kings of the earth did not believe, nor did any of the inhabitants of the world, that the adversary and the enemy could enter the gates of Jerusalem.  They never dreamed it would ever happen.  It couldn’t until God removed His protection, until God brought down the people of the north.  [Jeremiah 1:14-15] Then the LORD said to me (Jeremiah), “Out of the north the evil will break forth on all the inhabitants of the land.  For, behold, I am calling all the families of the kingdoms of the north,” declares the LORD; “and they will come and they will set each one his throne at the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all its walls round about and against all the cities of Judah.  They’re coming  against the walls, against the gates, against the city.  This is the city that bears the name of God.  Yet this is the city that is going to be destroyed because of (what) sin, because of inequity, because of transgression.

Lamentations 2:8-9 The LORD determined to destroy the wall of the daughter of Zion.  He has stretched out a line, He has not restrained his hand from destroying, and He has caused rampart and wall to lament; they have languished together.  Her gates have sunk into the ground, He has destroyed and broken her bars.  Her king and her princes are among the nations; the law is no more.  Also, her prophets find no vision from the LORD.   God has shut His mouth and He is not speaking to them instead He is moving in wrath.  So this is what Nehemiah is hearing about.  He’s hearing about the effects of God removing His protection from His cities.  The physical walls (now listen) and the gates came down because the spiritual walls were broken down.

Ezekiel 13:3-6 ‘Thus says the LORD GOD, “Woe to the foolish prophets who are following their own spirit and have seen nothing.  O Israel, your prophets have been like foxes among ruins.  You (false prophets) have not gone up into the breaches, nor did you build the wall around the house of Israel to stand in the battle on the day of the LORD.  They see falsehood and lying divination who are saying, ‘The LORD declares,’ when the LORD has not sent them; yet they hope for fulfillment of their word.  What’s the problem?  There is sin and the spiritual walls are coming down.  The false prophets are not exposing their sin.  You see that when you study in Lamentations.  You see that they have not exposed your inequity.  They have not exposed your sin.  Therefore, they come along and instead of exposing (Eze. 13:10) … they have misled My people by saying, ‘Peace!’ when there is no peace.  And when anyone builds a wall, behold, they plaster it over with whitewash;  (13:15-16) “Thus I will spend My wrath on the wall and on those who have plastered it over with whitewash; and I will say to you, ‘The wall is gone and its plasterers are gone, along with the prophets of Israel who prophesy to Jerusalem, and who see visions of peace for her when there is no peace,’ declares the Lord GOD.   The prophets did not leave a legacy.  A legacy of speaking forth the word of God, they did not leave it like Ezekiel left it and Jeremiah left it.  The people were the problem in Jerusalem.  It was not the anatomy of the city it was the anatomy of the people who were the citizens of Judah and the citizens of Jerusalem.  This was the problem, people in rebellion against God.

What is the problem in our nation today?  What is the problem in the Unites States of America?  It is people in rebellion against God.  You see it in country after country after country.  People in rebellion against God and yet in nation after nation after nation what God has is people in that nation who are salt and who are life.  Who are there in that nation not to survive but to write a book, to leave a legacy.  This is why I love to read the old biographies.  This is why I love to study about Wilberforce, who looked at the slave market and what was happening to the slaves and determined that he was going to do something about it.  It took him his whole lifetime.  It wasn’t until he was about to die that slavery was totally abolished in England.  I think of Salzburg who went into the ghettos and looked at this child labor.  Dickens gave us the picture of it in his writing.  And you look at this situation and Salzburg, this Lord Earl Salzburg, steps into that situation and he does something about it.  He writes a book, he leaves a legacy.  You look at England at that time and you think it’s impossible, nothing can be done, they are far too gone.  Then you look at the reformation of matters and the reformation of a culture (why) because there was a man of God there.  Because there was Hanamoral there, a woman of God there, that came along and stepped into a corrupt society where people were living in the depths of sin and inequity and didn’t care a bit about it.  Someone stepped in that knew God and the power of God just as Nehemiah did.  He took a good look at the walls and he saw what was going on.

I want you to look at Nehemiah with me in its history just once again.  I want to give you several facts because I want you to get timing.  In Nehemiah the people of God are living in reproach but what do they have?  What’s been rebuilt that was destroyed?  It’s the temple of God.  But if you go back in their history in 586 BC the temple had come down, the walls had come down, the gates had come down, the whole city had been destroyed and burned by fire.  How long were they in captivity?  Seventy years.  When did the captivity begin, when did they start counting  the seventy years?  They started with the first seize of Jerusalem in 605 BC.  That captivity last for seventy years.  At the end of that seventy years, in 536 BC, you have Cyrus giving a decree and you have Zerubbabel, a Jewish man coming and leaving captivity and returning to Jerusalem.  They began building the temple.  They start building the temple and the work goes on for two years and then the temple work stops.  Why does it stop?  Does the world or the devil want that temple in Jerusalem?  No, it is a contest between the children of light and the children of darkness.  Between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent.  It is an eternal contest.  [Now all of this is simply to put you into a quick context and show you what is going on.]  [Ezra 4:1-5] (What you see is anytime that you are going to do a work for God you are going to have enemies.  You had better know that and better understand.)  Now when the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the people of the exile were building a temple to the LORD God of Israel, they approached Zerubbabel and the heads of fathers’ households, and said to them, “Let us build with you, for we, like you, seek your God; and we have been sacrificing to Him since the days of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us up here.” [They are exiles brought from the different lands of captivity of Syria back to the land.] But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest of the heads of fathers’ households of Israel said to them, “You have nothing in common with us in building a house to our God; but we ourselves will together build to the LORD God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king of Persia has commanded us.”  Then (watch) the people of the land (did what) discouraged the people of Judah, and frightened them from building, and hired counselors against them to frustrate their counsel all the days of Cyrus the king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia.  So what you see is that these people then stop their building.  They want to build the city now they are going to stop building the city.  (So what happens) The people become preoccupied with their own affairs.  You have the book of Haggai?  You go to the book of Haggai and what do you see?  Haggai 1:1-13 You see that they are told by God, consider your ways.  You’re saying it is not time to build the temple but you are building your own houses.  You are building houses with paneled wood.  Consider your ways.  Do you see that I have not blessed you?  Why do you think that you have holes in your pockets?  Why aren’t the crops not coming in as they should?  Because I am judging you.  Consider your ways.  They consider their ways and they begin to build.  So the building of the temple is resumed in 520 BC and it is completed in 516 BC.  But what do you have?  You have the walls scaled down, you have the gates that are still burnt, you have some of the gates operational and some of the gates that are not operational.  It is now in the days of Nehemiah and what is the year?  445 BC.  It is 141 years later from the siege of Jerusalem.  Listen, 141 years later and the walls are still down.  141 years later and the gates are still burnt.  141 years later and many of the buildings in Jerusalem are just laying there in the rubble.  141 years later and the news comes to a man who is a Jew, a servant, a cupbearer, an ordinary man but a man whose heart is broken over the condition of his city, a man that at that time is going to turn everything around.  What is this man like?

How do you look at a condition that is broken that needs fixing?  How do you look at a situation?  How did Wilberforce look at that slavery and what did he do?  How did Salzburg look at the condition of the children and what did he do?  How do you and I look at the situations in the United States of America?  How do we look at the homes and the marriages that are falling apart?  How do we look at all these people that don’t have a father and mother in their home and as children, they’re self destructing?  How do we look at the abortions?  How do we look at the corruption and the lies that are among our leaders?  How do we look at them?  Do we look at them as say, “Oh that’s terrible.”  We sit and discuss it but we don’t do anything about it.  Is your heart burdened about anything?  Is your spirit grieved about anything?  In our nation, in our culture, in our times, in our church is there anything that is gripping your heart that would cause you to sit down and mourn and weep before God and fast and pray.  Or are you simply going through life looking at it, talking about it, discussing it but doing nothing about it.  What kind of legacy are you going to leave?  What kind of book are you going to write?  What kind of a legacy am I going to leave?  What kind of a book am I going to write?  

Nehemiah 1:4 When I heard these words, I sat down and wept and mourned for days; and I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven.  God is about to remove their reproach.  He is about to do it through an ordinary man.  He’s about to change their circumstances.  Circumstances that they have been living in and conditions that they have been living in for 141 years.  They have been living with these broken down walls.  Yes, granted seventy years of those were in the captivity but think of the rest.  Think of the opportunities that they had.  So what did it take to look at a situation and say, “This is wrong it shouldn’t be and we’re going to change it.”  I want to give you nine things that it is going to take.  When you look at a situation and it grieves you then you can know that God has something that He wants you to consider.  
1.  Be aware, have knowledge of the condition.  You have to be aware, you have to have knowledge of the condition of the people, of the culture, of the church, the community, the society.  You have to have a knowledge of it.  One of the things that Wilberforce did was when the people in the parliament could not get it into their heads about these slaves.  He rented a boat and got an orchestra and got good wine or whatever and a party and took them down the river.  They were enjoying it all until they stopped opposite a slave ship and they smelled the stench and got sick to their stomachs.  He built like a coffin, which was the amount of space that they had. He brought in the chain of the slave, he brought in the slave and he kept exposing them to give them knowledge of the condition.  The greater majority of them looked at their pocket books instead in their culture.  But there were some whose hearts he captured.  You need a knowledge of the condition.  If you don’t know what is going on in this country, if you don’t know what’s going on in the culture, if you are just living in your own little TV world of your soaps and that shame on you.  God put you on this earth as salt.  God put you on this earth as light.  You need a knowledge of the condition.  

2.  A heart touched by the situation.  How is their approach going to be taken away?  It is going to be by a heart touched by the situation.  Ministry comes from mourning, from weeping.   Ministries are born out of the trials and pain and hardships, or sickness, or the birth of a child that has a problem or someone that dies of cancer, someone that is autistic or that.  This is where ministries come from.  Ministries come from broken hearts.  Ministries come from mourning, from brokenness.  Next you see confession.  But then when you know the condition, when you have a knowledge of the condition.  When your heart is broken and touched by that.  

3.  Confession of the transgressions that brought the situation.  There should be a confession of the transgressions that brought the situation.  You need to know (very important) that this a transgression against God.  [Sex trafficking, which is rapid in Atlanta, two hours down the road and in the United States of America.  Sex trafficking is a violation of the commandments of God.  It is a violation of the sacredness of a woman’s body, created in God’s image.]  So you have to get it, have to know and you have to get on your knees and see the heart of God in the situation, so you confess it to God the transgression that has brought on.  It is a sin that is not to be tolerated.  That is not to be covered, not to be condoned.  That’s what was going on there.  They were content in Israel, supposingly.  But you have to understand that what was happening in Jerusalem in those broken down walls was a shame against God.  It was because of sin.   Then you have to confess that sin.  You have to align yourself with that sin.  It is a confession of transgressions that is brought on and so you align yourself.  You see him saying, [Neh. 1:6-7]  … “we have sinned.  I and my father’s house have sinned.  We have acted corruptly against You …  You identify and take on responsibility for that sin.

4. Believe that God will remain God.  He is a covenant keeping God.  You have to believe that when you are in a situation that God will ever remain God.  What I mean is, God is a covenant keeping God.  So when you take this situation, these broken down walls whatever they are, and you take this to God and you are mourning and you are weeping and you are touched by it, you can know that in all probability that this is his workmanship in you, these are the good works that he wants you to be involved in.  [All these people that are here from our international, they are burdened because the people in their country do not know the word of God.  This is their mission.  This is their passion.  I remember when Bakshun came as a single girl from Korea.  And the Koreans were going to the prayer mountain and they were praying but they were praying with the shreds of the shamanism and that, it wasn’t a pure prayer, it wasn’t a biblical prayer.  They didn’t know the word.  They had a zeal, but they didn’t know the word.]  So when you get into a situation like this, there is a belief that God will ever remain God that He is covenant keeping.  He watches over His word to perform it.  And this is what you see in Nehemiah’s prayer.  He says (Neh. 1:7-9) we have sinned, You remember Your promises to us.  You remember what You said.  You remember that [Neh.1:9] if we return to You and keep Your commandments and do what we are suppose to do, that you will gather us and that you will bring us back.  So when you get ready to write this book, when God is ready to write this book, and God was ready with Nehemiah this time in his life, you need to know God and you can see that all this time Nehemiah was prepared.  Nehemiah was a man who knew his God.  And you can tell that by Nehemiah’s prayer.  If you return God will return.  So as you believe that God will remain God, you have got to remember that God is going to do what He said.

5.  Need assessment of the situation on your knees.  There needs to be an assaying, an assessment of the situation on your knees.  You need to get on your knees as you assess the situation.  You need to get on your face, which shows that you can’t do anything and only God can do it.  You need to look at what is the timing, what is the cost, what is needed?  Do you see this in Nehemiah’s life?  Yes.  You see him praying, fasting and weeping before God and asking God to give him success.  How long does this go on?  Four months.  Then you see him before the king.  And when he is before the king and the king ask him. “Why are you sad, what do you need?”  This is how long I will need.  Nehemiah knows immediately.  This is what I need.  How long are you going to need?  He has that all worked out, where?  On his knees with his God because this is God’s work that he is about to do.

6.  Know how to handle fear.  When you write your book, when you leave your legacy.  You need to be a man or a woman who knows how to handle fear.  In Nehemiah 2:2-4 when the king looks at him and asks, “Why is your face so sad?”  Immediately he was what?  Afraid.  He was afraid but did he back off?  No, he did not back off.  Fear is natural.  Fear is something that will rise up in us but we have to take captive and it cannot control us.  So you have to be a man or a woman who knows how to handle fear.

7.  Know when to share God’s call with others.  You have to be a man or woman who assesses and knows when to share God’s call with others.  When are you to share this call with others, because you cannot do it by yourself.  You cannot do it by yourself.  So when are you going to share it with others.  You see this happening in Neh. 2:14-18.  He goes and he inspects the wall.  He comes back and the officials did not know where he had gone or what he had done.  He hadn’t told the Jews, the priest, the nobles or the officials who did the rest of the work.  [Neh.2:17] Then I said to them, “You see the situation we are in, that Jerusalem is desolate and its gates burned by fire.  Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem so that we will no longer be a reproach.”  So you have to enlist others.  

8.  Be discerning.  Understand the wiles of others.  A man who is discerning understands the wiles of others.  You get your discernment from God.  You need to be discerning regarding the wiles of others.   [That’s Neh.2:19-20]  When you have Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem mocking and that and saying, “What is this that you are doing?”  He answers them saying, “The God of heaven will give us success.”  You cannot be moved by the wiles of the ungodly nor be fearful of them.

9.  Know that only God can give success.  You must be a man who knows that only God can give success.  You see that in Neh. 1:11 “… make your servant successful today and grant him compassion before this man.”  You see it in 2:20 So I answered them and said to them, “The God of heaven will give us success; therefore we His servants will arise and build, …”  That’s what you need.  

Nehemiah was an ordinary man on an extraordinary mission because of a burden from Almighty God.  And we desperately need for our days Nehemiah’s, female and male Nehemiah’s.  People who realize that your life has a purpose and it is not for you to be wealthy, healthy, happy, wise.  Your purpose is to serve God Almighty.  You are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works that He has ordained for you to walk in.  Faithful is He who calls you, who will also accomplish what He has called you to do and to be.  Don’t, don’t, don’t miss His call on your life.  Find out what’s burdening you and say, “God is this a burden from You.”  And if it is then you take these steps and you move forward.  But I will guarantee you that every single one of you has a purpose in this life.  So as we study Nehemiah, listen carefully.  Study it well, don’t miss it because God is going to teach you so much.  This is a unique, fabulous, incredible book about an ordinary man that finally after 141 years gets the walls built.  Let’s pray.

Father, thank You.  Thank You for Your word.  So Father may we consider these things.  May we contemplate them?  May they be in our minds and in our hearts as we Father constantly come to You and say, “God show me what You have called me to do and I will do it.”  Break my heart with the things that break your heart.  Then Father take that broken heart and use it to mend the walls that are broken down.  May we be faithful and may we hear well done when the books are opened.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.

